
Mission of the  
Immigrant Protection Unit 
 
The Immigrant Protection Unit (IPU) is a legal unit 
of the New York Legal Assistance Group (NYLAG) 
that aims to alleviate the unique hardships many 
recent immigrants often face due to status,       
disability and age.   
 
Language and cultural barriers, as well as  
recent changes in immigration law, often  

result in delayed or inaccurate handling of cases by government agencies.  
The IPU focuses its efforts on assisting low-income immigrants in citizenship 
and naturalization, adjustment of status, and other immigration processes.  
NYLAG’s IPU also has unique expertise in representing clients in entitlement 
cases when critical benefits depend on immigration status. 
 
In addition to providing direct consultation and representation to clients, IPU 
attorneys have been actively involved in immigrant advocacy and impact litiga-
tion helping thousands of immigrants. 
 
 

Projects of the Immigrant Protection Unit 
 
The Citizenship Initiative & Naturalization Project assists immigrants applying 
for naturalization who are faced with obstacles due to disability, age or recent 
changes in law.  This includes providing assistance with adjudication of citi-
zenship applications, disability waivers and impact litigation challenging USCIS 
practices. 
 
The New York State Refugee & Asylee Assistance Project provides representa-
tion to refugees and asylees regarding immigration matters such as green 
card application, maintaining refugee status and naturalization while also 
safeguarding the needs of children by advocating for necessary government 
benefits. 
 
The Specialist Project for Immigrants from the Former Soviet Union  
offers  educational seminars, workshops and legal assistance to Russian-
speaking immigrants in all areas of law. 

 

  Immigrant Protection Unit 
 
 
 
 
 

  New York Legal  Assis tance Group 

450 W. 33rd Street, 11th Floor  
New York, NY 10001 

 
Phone 212.613.5000 
    Fax 212.750.0820 

www.nylag.org 



 
IPU Snapshot:  
2004 Services 

 
Adjustment of Status 
899 cases handled 

 
Asylum 

165 cases handled 
 

Citizenship 
1,849 cases handled 

 
Immigrant Visa 

515 cases handled 
 

Refugee Travel Document 
62 cases handled 

 
Deportation 

55 cases handled 
 

Work Authorization 
193 cases handled 

 
Other 

274 cases handled 
 

Total 
4,012 cases handled 

 
 

Legal Areas Handled 
 

The IPU provides services in the  
following areas: 

 

• Adjustment of status/green 
card applications 

• Anti-Immigrant discrimination 
• Asylum 
• Citizenship & naturalization 
• Disability waivers 
• VAWA self petitions  
• Visas 
• Work authorizations 
• Community outreach &        

development 
• Bylined articles and ongoing 

guest spots in non-English   
language media 

• Participation in coalitions and 
task forces 

• Trainings for attorneys, social 
service professionals and    

IPU in the Community 
 

IPU attorneys and paralegals rou-
tinely visit immigrant community 
centers and provide information 
and training on immigration issues and public benefits issues, including Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI), food stamps and Medicaid.  Additionally, IPU staff regularly 
conduct trainings for social services professionals who serve immigrant populations. 
 

IPU Staffing 
 

The IPU staff is multilingual and have combined expertise in immigration and bene-
fits law which is invaluable to clients who are faced with language barriers and com-
plicated recent changes in the law. 
 
The IPU staff includes one supervising attorney, four staff attorneys and three parale-
gals—most of whom are immigrants themselves and all of whom are familiar with the 
complexities of the law from both personal as well as professional experience. 
 
Translators are engaged if NYLAG is not able to provide such services in-house.  How-
ever, for Spanish and Russian speaking immigrants, who comprise about 45% of 
NYLAG’s client population, comprehensive translation services are available in-
house. 

For more information, please contact: Irina Matiychenko, Director,  
Immigrant Protection Unit at (212) 613-5013 or  imatiychenko@nylag.org. 

To learn more about NYLAG, visit: www.nylag.org 

Changing Lives:  True Story 
Ms. G is a 68-year old refugee from the 
Ukraine.  In 1996, she entered the U.S. 
with her husband who later passed away.  
Her son and his family, including a 10-year-
old daughter, remained in the Ukraine.  Two 
years ago, her son died, and Ms. G discov-
ered that her daughter-in-law abandoned 
their child, leaving her at an orphanage.  
Ms. G went to the Ukraine and adopted her 
granddaughter, but was unable to bring the 
child to the U.S. immediately.  Ms. G       
returned to the U.S. without the child,     
distraught and in desperate need of free 
legal help.  NYLAG was able to expedite the 
process  and immediately applied for      
humanitarian parole for the child.  The   
parole was granted, allowing Ms. G to     
finally be reunited with her granddaughter.  
NYLAG also assisted Ms. G in expediting 
her own naturalization proceeding, repre-
senting her at her interview.  Finally, Ms. G 
realized her dream of becoming a United 
States citizen. 


	  Immigrant Protection Unit

	  New York Legal Assistance Group

	Legal Areas Handled



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



